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CHIS Accelerated Learning Plan
May, June, July 2020 and beyond!
Earn a health specialization certificate in about a month through free, online, self-paced classes from the National Network of Libraries of Medicine. 
What is CHIS?
CHIS is an acronym for Consumer Health Information Specialization, a program by the Medical Library Association (MLA). The CHIS program offers training in providing health information services to consumers, and recognition for the accomplishment of acquiring new health information skills. NNLM provides free, online training in support of CHIS, and can sponsor your CHIS application or renewal fee, making this specialization completely free to you. Once you've completed 12 credits of training per guidelines below, simply fill out this form to get your CHIS application fee sponsored by NNLM. Any library staff member or library student in the U.S. interested in providing health information to the public is eligible for sponsorship.
Why Get a CHIS?
Librarians know the life-saving and life-enhancing value of accurate evidence-based health information. By earning CHIS, you acquire skills and knowledge needed to become a confident, expert provider of health information to your community. Your CHIS shows employers, colleagues, and the public you serve that you are committed to offering quality consumer health information services and to staying current with developments in consumer health information resources, technologies, and services.
Contact
Contact the GMR office to learn more: gmr-lib@uiowa.edu
How to Earn CHIS credits
Level 1
In order to earn CHIS you will need to complete 12 hours of approved continuing education, and those 12 CE must cover CHIS core competencies 1-5
1. Know the Community
2. Know the Health Consumer
3. Knowledge of Subject Matter and Existing Resources
4. Health Information Evaluation
5. Communication and Instruction
Level 2
To earn level 2 CHIS you need to complete 12 hours of approved continuing education, and those 12 CE must cover core competencies 6-8, and must be classes you did not take to earn Level 1 CHIS.
6. Literacy and Health Literacy
7. Technology and Health
8. Ethical and Legal Issues
You can see a grid of classes and their competencies, and levels on the MLA website. 
Accelerated Learning Plan May-June-July
You Need 12 credits to get a CHIS certificate. 
To get CHIS, follow this suggested plan. 
· First, create an nnlm.gov account and register for NNLM classes.
·  Directions for creating NNLM account (PDF download)    
· Second, take a class for Level 1 or Level 2 as outlined below
· You must already be certified in CHIS Level 1 in order to apply for Level 2. 
· Once you have finished a class, claim CE for it on Medlib-ed.org.
· Directions for claiming CE from Medlib-ed (PDF download)    
· Continue until you have gathered 12 credits
· Track your progress on this grid (docx download)
· When you have taken all 12 credits, request NNLM sponsorship of the CHIS application fee 
· Direct link: https://nnlm.gov/gmr/funding/chis-sponsorship
· A MLA Staff member will contact you regarding your CHIS Specialization within 6 weeks. 
Level 1 Path
Take an asynchronous, self-paced, 4 week online class (4 credits)
· Beyond an Apple a Day (June 8 -  July 3, 2020) = 4 credits  OR
· Beyond an Apple a Day (July 10, - August 7, 2020) = 4 credits
Take these on-demand, online classes (up to 9 credits): 
· Introduction to Health Reference : Ethics and Best Practices on demand = 4 credits 
· MedlinePlus for Public Librarians on demand = 1 credit 
· PubMed Essentials 2020 on demand = 1 credit 
· Serving Diverse Communities on demand = 3 credits, can be taken independently 
1. Accessing Health Information in Multiple Languages 
2. Building Cultural Competence and Humility into the Workplace
3. Finding Data on Health Disparities
Register & attend a live webinar (up to 3.5 credits) 
· 5/19/2020 - Making Sense of Numbers: Understanding Risks and Benefits – 1.5 credits
· 06/02/2020 - From Beyond our Borders: Providing Multilingual and Multicultural Health Information (one hour version)  - 1 credit
· 07/09/2020 - Getting Started with Information Outreach in your Community: An Introduction  - 1 credit 
Watch a recent recording & email us for the evaluation link and CE code (up to 10.5 credits):
· Activate, Collaborate, and Educate: Health Programming for Summer Reading & Virtual Engagement (Apr 07, 2020) OR Activate, Collaborate, and Educate: Health Outreach and Programming in Your Community (Oct 24, 2019) = 1 credit 
· Beyond an Apple a Day: Providing Consumer Health Information at Your Library (March 24, 2020) = 2 credits
· Caring for the Mind: Providing Mental Health Information At Your Library (March 24, 2020) = 1 credit
· Effective Health Communication and Health Literacy: Understanding the Connection (Sept 30, 2019) = 1 credit  
· From the Mountains to the Sea: Rural Health Issues and Resources (Nov 21, 2019) = 1 credit 
· Getting Started with Information Outreach in Your Community: An Introduction (April 30, 2020) = 1 credit  
· Making Sense of Numbers: Understanding Risks and Benefits. Learning How to Communicate Health Statistics (Nov 14, 2019) = 1.5 credits
· More than a Bandage: : Health Information Resources for K-12 Professionals (Dec 10, 2019) = 1 credit  
· Understanding the Opioid Crisis: Where do I begin? (August 8, 2019) = 1 credit
Level 2/Renewal Path
Take an asynchronous, self-paced, 4 week online class (4 credits)
· Beyond an Apple a Day (June 8 -  July 3, 2020) = 4 credits  OR
· Beyond an Apple a Day (July 10, - August 7, 2020) = 4 credits
Take these on-demand, online classes (up to 6 credits)
· Getting the Right Information to Patients Using MedlinePlus Connect on demand = 1 credit 
· Introduction to Health Reference : Ethics and Best Practices on demand = 4 credits 
· PubMed Essentials 2020 on demand = 1 credit 
Register & attend a live webinar (1.5 credits)
· 5/19/2020 - Making Sense of Numbers: Understanding Risks and Benefits – 1.5 credits
Watch a recent recording & email us for the evaluation link and CE code (up to 6.5 credits):
· Beyond an Apple a Day: Providing Consumer Health Information at Your Library (March 24, 2020) = 2 credits
· Effective Health Communication and Health Literacy: Understanding the Connection (Sept 30, 2019) = 1 credit  
· Making Sense of Numbers: Understanding Risks and Benefits. Learning How to Communicate Health Statistics (Nov 14, 2019) = 1.5 credits
· More than a Bandage: : Health Information Resources for K-12 Professionals (Dec 10, 2019) = 1 credit  
· Understanding the Opioid Crisis: Where do I begin? (August 8, 2019) = 1 credit
May June July CHIS Classes 
	Date 
	Title/link
	Credits 
	Level 1, 2 or both? 

	5/19/2020
	Making Sense of Numbers: Understanding Risks and Benefits
	 1.5 
	Both 

	06/02/2020
	From Beyond our Borders: Providing Multilingual and Multicultural Health Information (one hour version)
	 1 
	1

	06/08/2020 to 07/03/2020
	Beyond an Apple a Day
	4
	Both

	07/09/2020
	Getting Started with Information Outreach in your Community: An Introduction 
	1
	1

	07/10/2020 to 08/07/2020
	Beyond an Apple a Day
	4
	Both


August 2020 to May 2021 CHIS Classes
	Date 
	Title/link
	Credits 
	Level 1, 2 or both? 

	08/03/2020 to 08/28/2020
	Health and Wellness @ the Library: The Essentials of Providing Consumer Health Services
	12
	Both
*Satisfies all requirements for CHIS level 1 certificate

	08/03/2020 to 08/16/2020
	Wellness in the Library Workplace
	4
	1

	08/28/2020 to 09/25/2020
	From Beyond our Borders: Providing Multilingual and Multicultural Health Information (4 hour version)
	4
	1

	09/11/2020
	Healthy Aging at Your Library: Connecting Older Adults to Health Information
	2
	Both

	09/21/2020 to 10/18/2020
	Stand Up for Health: Health and Wellness Services for Your Community for Public Libraries
	12
	Both
*Satisfies all requirements for CHIS level 1 certificate

	10/19/2020-11/15/2020
	Stand Up for Health: Health and Wellness Services for Your Community for Public Libraries
	12
	Both
*Satisfies all requirements for CHIS level 1 certificate

	11/02/2020 to 12/11/2020
	Will Duct Tape Cure My Warts? Examining Complementary and Alternative Medicine
	4
	Both 

	01/11/2021 to 01/24/2021
	Wellness in the Library Workplace
	4
	1

	02/08/2021 to 03/05/2021
	Health and Wellness @ the Library: The Essentials of Providing Consumer Health Services
	12
	Both
*Satisfies all requirements for CHIS level 1 certificate

	04/09/2021
	Healthy Aging at Your Library: Connecting Older Adults to Health Information
	2
	Both 



We will announce more CHIS classes for 2020 and 2021. Watch the NNLM training calendar or sign up for email updates for new class announcements! 
Developed resources are supported by the National Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health under a cooperative agreement. The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of NIH. Updated May 15, 2020. nto@utah.edu 	1	
image1.png
m U.S. National Library of Medicine
National Network of | ibraries of Medicine




