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Disclosures

This project has been supported in part or in full by Federal funds 
through the National Library of Medicine of the National Institutes of 
Health under award number UG4LM012345 with the University of 
North Texas Health Science Center. The content is the responsibility of 
the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of the 
NIH.

I have not been paid to promote any commercial brands and any 
mention of a specific product is purely for informational purposes. 
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Librarians are learning how to treat overdoses
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According to the CDC, how many Americans have used illegal drugs or 
misused prescription drugs?
A. 28.5 million
B. 38.5 million
C. 48.5 million
D. 58.5 million

Audience Poll
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CDC Statistic: 48.5 million Americans have misused drugs



Presentation Objectives
• Explain what addiction and opioids are
• Locate both national and local statistics on opioid use
• Identify authoritative information on opioid overuse, 

prevention and treatment
• Create outreach programs using the resources discussed in 

the class
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Three Waves of Opioid Misuse Death
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14.3% (2010) to 46% (2016) rise in deaths
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What is an opioid?
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Naloxone (or NARCAN) = opioid antagonist
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The science of addiction
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Unnatural dopamine increase
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Medically-Assisted Treatment (MAT)
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The stigma of addiction
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Words are important. If you want to care
for something, you call it a “flower”; if
you want to kill something, you call it a
“weed.”

From “Moral Panics: The Limits of Science and Professional Responsibility”
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Drug Enforcement Agency Resource
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CDC Resource
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National Institute on Drug Abuse
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Outreach Programming – Discuss!
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National Parks & Recreation Association Magazine
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When looking at the indicators for preventing 
opioid use, misuse, and substance use disorder, 
the upstream interventions for each indicator 
come back to the same conditions for health—a 
livable wage, safe housing, quality education, 
affordable child care, health insurance coverage, 
social support, food security, and social cohesion. 

Minnesota Department of Health
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Evaluation & MLA CE: https://nnlm.gov/Zhh

Brian D. Leaf
Brian.Leaf@unthsc.edu
South Central Region
Network of the National Library of Medicine
Disclaimer: None of the information in this presentation constitutes medical 
advice. Always consult a doctor before making significant lifestyle changes.

Thank you!

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnnlm.gov%2FZhh&data=02%7C01%7CBrian.Leaf%40unthsc.edu%7C2451ab988982467358b308d849f6fc44%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637340672486956915&sdata=Vwkta%2FhZZDjH4PPu0mGhccWYLa%2F%2Fbg2ynAoMjdZmMuU%3D&reserved=0
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