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Helping Public Libraries Meet Community Health Needs

NNLM AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES
The National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NNLM) works with public libraries to ensure they are prepared to meet the health information needs of their communities by providing resources, educational opportunities, and funding for health-related programming and outreach, all at no cost to our members.




MEMBERSHIP


Public libraries are invited to the National Network of Libraries of Medicine as members! Membership is free and provides benefits, such as:

· Funding for improve access to health information, expand professional knowledge, and support outreach that promotes awareness and use of NLM resources

· Special opportunities and access to tools with NNLM

· NNLM membership certificate to display commitment to providing access to health information

Have your library become a NNLM member https://nnlm.gov/staff/add-member 

FUNDING


Programming and Outreach:

· Public libraries are encouraged to apply for funding for programs and projects promoting health information, particularly National Library of Medicine resources.

· The funding period cycle varies, contact NNLM PNR via email nnlm@uw.edu or join PNR News for announcements

Consumer Health Information Specialization (CHIS) from MLA 

· NNLM sponsors the application fee for both levels of the specialization, as well as renewals https://nnlm.gov/gmr/funding/chis-sponsorship 

· Specialization requires renewal every three years

· All NNLM classes for the specialization are available online for free.
  TRAINING


NNLM offers free training for public libraries interested in health information topics and resources from the National Library of Medicine. Our goal is to equip public libraries with knowledge and skills for providing health information to their communities. You can see a complete schedule of upcoming training opportunities at https://nnlm.gov/training/classes-by-availability 

HEALTH INFORMATION RESOURCES


NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE (NLM) and NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH (NIH) RESOURCES

[bookmark: _Hlk38530955]MedlinePlus Your go-to resource for information about diseases, conditions, and wellness issues in language you can understand. https://medlineplus.gov/
  
Genetics Home Reference This NLM resource provides information in understandable language about genetic conditions and the effects of genetic variation on human health. Additionally, educational resources and fundamental topics associated with genetics are included. https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/ 

National Institutes of Health: The NIH provides a variety of information for the public including community resources and K-12 education resources. https://www.nih.gov/health-information 

NIH Institutes: The National Institutes of Health is comprised of 27 institutes and centers including the National Cancer Institute, the National Institute on Aging, and the National Institute of Mental Health. Almost all of these include health information for the public, including publications to download or order for free. 
https://www.nih.gov/institutes-nih 
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DRUG AND SUPPLEMENT INFORMATION 

MedlinePlus Drugs, Herbs, and Supplements Learn about prescription drugs and over-the-counter medicines. Includes side effects, dosage, special precautions, and more. https://medlineplus.gov/druginformation.html

National Center for Complementary and Integrative Medicine (NCCIH) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) funds and conducts research to help answer important scientific and public health questions about complementary health approaches. NCCIH works to determine what is promising, what helps and why, what doesn’t work, and what is safe. https://nccih.nih.gov/

NLM Drug Information Portal A gateway to selected drug information from NLM and other key U.S. Government agencies. Enables searches using a drug’s trade name or generic name. https://druginfo.nlm.nih.gov/drugportal/ 

NIH Office of Dietary Supplements Includes fact sheets on a variety of dietary supplements, a dictionary of terms, along with additional materials. https://ods.od.nih.gov/ 

MULTILINGUAL AND MULTICULTURAL RESOURCES

MedlinePlus Not all but much of MedlinePlus is available in Spanish. In addition, MedlinePlus links to resources in more than 60 languages, available as documents, audio recordings, and/or video. https://medlineplus.gov/spanish/ 
https://medlineplus.gov/languages/languages.html 

HealthReach A national collaborative partnership that has created a resource of quality multilingual, multicultural public health information. https://healthreach.nlm.nih.gov/

NIH Spanish Health Information Portal The Spanish language website to resources from across the National Institutes of Health in one place. https://salud.nih.gov/

EthnoMed Harborview Medical Center’s ethnic medicine website containing medical and cultural information about immigrant and refugee groups. https://ethnomed.org/

[bookmark: _Hlk38709905]Health Information Translations Health Information Translations provides easy to read and culturally appropriate education resources in multiple languages for health care professionals and others to use in their communities. https://www.healthinfotranslations.org/ 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

NNLM PNR The National Network of Libraries of Medicine Pacific Northwest Region is your resource for professional development, health information resources, health news, and funding opportunities to increase health literacy and health promotion in your communities. https://nnlm.gov/pnr

Programming Librarian This ALA run website offers programming ideas on a variety of topics including Health and Wellness. Libraries can share their ideas as well as be inspired by others. https://programminglibrarian.org/

PLA Healthy Community Tools for Public Libraries This website, a project of the National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NNLM) and the Public Library Association (PLA), brings together a host of resources to help public libraries better serve their patrons’ health needs. https://publiclibrary.health/ 

PLA Health Interest Group This is for PLA members interested in increasing their knowledge and skills related to consumer health services and programming to help patrons better navigate complex health issues. https://connect.ala.org/pla/communities/all-ala-groups/all-pla-interest-groups 
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