
I Read, I Heard, I 
Want to Know: 
Health Issues in 
the Headlines

Lydia N. Collins, MLIS

Consumer Health Coordinator



National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM)

• NN/LM, formerly Regional Medical Library Program

• Established in the Medical Library Assistance Act (1965)

• Mission
• Provide health professionals and the general public with equal access to 

biomedical information

• Coordinated by the National Library of Medicine

• 8 Regional Offices
• Support Network members to achieve NN/LM mission
• 5-year contracts

URL for NN/LM MAR (DE, NJ, NY & PA)
URL for NN/LM 

http://nnlm.gov/mar
http://nnlm.gov/




My name is not Lyndia! 

However, there’s some partial truth…as you may find in 
some headlines when reviewing listening to health news

Lydia N. 



Health News Reporting & 
Journalism: What's the Scoop?
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Health News Blogs



Where Health News Stories 
Come From



Where Stories for Health News Come From



Challenges for Health News Journalists



Star-Struck: The Influence of 
Celebrities on Health News



Celebrities with Health Conditions 

URL for CBS News Article 

http://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/celebrities-with-chronic-health-conditions/


Celebrity Dieting

URL for NY Times Article
Images from NY Times Article

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/04/fashion/celebrities-as-diet-spokespersons-a-two-edged-sword.html?_r=0


Celebrities

URL to MedlinePlus Magazine

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/magazine/issues/pastissues.html


Resources for Health News



MedlinePlus  

URL for MedlinePlus  

• Consumer-friendly 
(new responsive design)

• Health Topics (almost 
1,000)

• Drugs and Supplements
• No ads
• Updated daily
• Strict Quality Guidelines
• English and Spanish
• Health Information in 

Multiple Languages
• Health Videos

•Health News
and more

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/


MedlinePlus Health News

URL for MedlinePlus Health News

Health News is from 
HealthDay plus recent 
press announcements 
from major medical 
organizations. 

Locate current and 
past health news 
topics by date/topic. 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthnews.html


MedlinePlus Magazine

A quarterly publication of the 
Friends of the National Library 

of Medicine.

Get a free subscription!

Organizations can order in bulk

Spanish available also

URL for MedlinePlus Magazine 

URL to order in bulk

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/magazine/index.html
http://www.fnlm.org/program_medlineplus_subscribebulk.php


PubMed Health

URL for PubMed Health

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedhealth/


PubMed Health News

URL for PubMed Health Behind the Headlines

Updated only as new content is provided by partners

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedhealth/behindtheheadlines/how-to-read/


HealthNewsReview

URL for HealthNewsReview

http://www.healthnewsreview.org/


EurekAlert!

URL for EurekAlert

http://www.eurekalert.org/


Resources for Understanding 
Health News



PubMed Health: Reading Health News

URL for How to Read Health News (PubMed Health)

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedhealth/behindtheheadlines/how-to-read/


Questions to Help You Evaluate News Reports 
and Health Information

URL for MedlinePlus: Understanding Medical Research

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/understandingmedicalresearch.html


NCCIH-Complementary Health News

URL for Understanding Health News: Complementary Health Approaches in the News (NCCIH)

https://nccih.nih.gov/health/understanding-health-news?nav=upd


HealthNewsReview Tips 

URL for HealthNewsReview Tips for Understanding Studies

http://www.healthnewsreview.org/toolkit/tips-for-understanding-studies/


TeensHealth: Health News

URL for Figuring Out Health News (TeensHealth)

http://kidshealth.org/teen/safety/safebasics/health_news.html


Community Demographics and 
Health News Program Ideas



County Health Rankings – How Heathy Is Your Community? 

URL for County Health Rankings

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/


Sample County Ranking (DE)

URL for DE County Health Rankings & Roadmaps

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/app/delaware/2015/rankings/sussex/county/outcomes/overall/snapshot


URL for Action Center

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/roadmaps/action-center




Questions



Health Issues in the Headlines Resource 
Guide

Locate materials to support your future program (Updated Regularly)

• Health News Sources

• Evaluating Health News Information

• Health Program Ideas

• Articles of Interest 

URL for Resource Guide

http://guides.nnlm.gov/mar_headlines


PA Forward-PaLA

URL for PA Forward web 
site

URL to PA Forward Toolkit

http://www.paforward.org/
https://www.palibraries.org/members/group.aspx?id=117296


Lydia N Collins, MLIS
Consumer Health Coordinator
NN/LM Middle Atlantic Region
University of Pittsburgh, Health Sciences Library System
lydia@pitt.edu
1.800.338.7657
412.624.1411
URL for NN/LM MAR

Please fill out the brief survey 
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