Evaluation Exercise
Please review each site, one from each group and consider the following questions:

General information about the site

Who provides the front end or search interface?

Who provides the back end or database that it searches?

Are the above independent companies or parts of larger organizations?  Can you tell?

What is the quality of the documentation for the site?  Are there help pages?  Who owns the site?
What unique features does the site have?

Main search page

How clean is the search interface?  

Are there ads on this main page? 

Is it easy to access advanced search features, if any?

Can you use Boolean operators from this page?  
How precise is the search with 3 or more terms?  
Does it default to AND?
Results page

Is it clear how many total results there are?

Is it clear where the results are from?

How clean is the results interface?  Are there ads on the result pages? Are their paid placements? Sponsored links?
Is it clear what the results are and what the “other” links are?
What special features does this site have to manipulate the results?  For example visual interface, content rating, preview pages, easy refinement of searches, refining tools, etc.
Would you recommend this site to someone? Why?

