FACULTY CONFIRMATION LETTER

January 3, 2006
Dear NN/LM Regional Medical Library Faculty:

Thank you for agreeing to present “Introducing Health Professionals to NLM’s Online Systems.” Your presentation will be an important component of this program.The primary objectives of this program are:

· Introduction to PubMed: The physician’s awareness of the purpose of PubMed, the content of MEDLINE, and PubMed’s special features will increase; and 
· Introduction to Consumer Health Resources at the NLM: The physician’s awareness of MedlinePlus™, ClinicalTrials.gov, PubMed and the NLM Gateway resources will increase; the physician’s ability to use these resources with patients will increase.

· Introduction to PHpartners.org:   The physician’s awareness of the purpose and contents of PHpartners.org will increase; the physician’s ability to use PHpartners.org to support public health practice will increase.

In compliance with the standards of the Accreditation Council for CME, it is the policy of the NIH CME Committee to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all of its educational activities and to include information free of commercial bias and based on the best evidence available.  All speakers and planning committee members, and anyone else in a position to influence the content of the CME, must disclose on the attached form any financial interest or relationship of their own or their spouse/partner with any manufacturer or provider of any commercial product, service, technology, or program, and also disclose relationships with any non-governmental supporters of this event.  In this way, conflicts of interest can be identified and resolved prior to the educational activity being delivered to learners.   

A conflict of interest occurs when a planner, speaker or author has both a current financial relationship with a commercial interest and the opportunity to affect content relevant to products or services of that commercial interest.  The conflict occurs when there is a divergence between an individual's private interests and his or her professional obligations such that an independent observer might reasonably question whether the individual's professional actions or decisions are determined by considerations of personal gain, financial or otherwise. A conflict of interest depends on the situation, and not on the character or actions of the individual.  If you or your spouse/partner have a commercial relationship relevant to the content of your participation, your assistance may be requested in resolving the identified COI (see “Resolution of COI” on the form bottom).  For example, you may be asked to provide an abstract of your presentation, or to provide information on your sources of evidence.  Please understand that this is not a criticism of you, but an effort to ensure that our CME is in accord with ACCME standards.  To this end, please read the enclosed “Disclosure Form” and “Definitions”, complete the form, and return it at least two weeks prior to the scheduled date of the CME.  The information you disclose, and if applicable, the steps taken to resolve the COI identified, will be provided in writing to the audience. Refusal to disclose necessitates disqualification from planning and implementation of the activity.

The Commercial Support Standards also require that presentations give a balanced view of therapeutic options. Use of generic names will contribute to this impartiality.  If it is necessary to use a trade name, then please use those of several companies.   If the CME educational material or content includes trade names, trade names from several companies should be used where available, not just trade names from a single company.  Further, should your presentation include discussion of any unlabeled, investigational, or alternative use of a commercial product, device, or technique, you are required to disclose this to the participants and list these items, their manufacturer and their use on the attached form.  

Sincerely,

Angela B. Ruffin, Ph.D., Activity Director
8600 Rockville Pike 38/B1E03

Bethesda, MD 20818

301-496-4777 (ruffina@nlm.nih.gov)
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Dear ---------:

Thank you for agreeing to present “Introducing Health Professionals to NLM’s Online Systems.” The primary objective of this program is to introduce health professionals to PubMed, MedlinePlus, ClinicalTrials.gov and the NLM Gateway. Your presentation will be an important component of this program.

In compliance with the standards of the Accreditation Council for CME, it is the policy of the NIH CME Committee to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all of its educational activities and to include information free of commercial bias and based on the best evidence available.  All speakers and planning committee members, and anyone else in a position to influence the content of the CME, must disclose on the attached form any financial interest or relationship of their own or their spouse/partner with any manufacturer or provider of any commercial product, service, technology, or program, and also disclose relationships with any non-governmental supporters of this event.  In this way, conflicts of interest can be identified and resolved prior to the educational activity being delivered to learners.   

A conflict of interest occurs when a planner, speaker or author has both a current financial relationship with a commercial interest and the opportunity to affect content relevant to products or services of that commercial interest.  The conflict occurs when there is a divergence between an individual's private interests and his or her professional obligations such that an independent observer might reasonably question whether the individual's professional actions or decisions are determined by considerations of personal gain, financial or otherwise. A conflict of interest depends on the situation, and not on the character or actions of the individual.  If you or your spouse/partner have a commercial relationship relevant to the content of your participation, your assistance may be requested in resolving the identified COI (see “Resolution of COI” on the form bottom).  For example, you may be asked to provide an abstract of your presentation, or to provide information on your sources of evidence.  Please understand that this is not a criticism of you, but an effort to ensure that our CME is in accord with ACCME standards.  To this end, please read the enclosed “Disclosure Form” and “Definitions”, complete the form, and return it at least two weeks prior to the scheduled date of the CME.  The information you disclose, and if applicable, the steps taken to resolve the COI identified, will be provided in writing to the audience. Refusal to disclose necessitates disqualification from planning and implementation of the activity.

The Commercial Support Standards also require that presentations give a balanced view of therapeutic options. Use of generic names will contribute to this impartiality.  If it is necessary to use a trade name, then please use those of several companies.   If the CME educational material or content includes trade names, trade names from several companies should be used where available, not just trade names from a single company.  Further, should your presentation include discussion of any unlabeled, investigational, or alternative use of a commercial product, device, or technique, you are required to disclose this to the participants and list these items, their manufacturer and their use on the attached form.  

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Name of NN/LM Associate Director or Outreach Coordinator

‑‑address‑

‑‑phone‑

‑‑email‑

_____________________

NN/LM [name of region]

‑‑address‑

‑‑phone‑

NIH/FAES Full Disclosure of Speaker Financial Interests or Relationships

The ACCME requires that any speaker who makes a presentation at a program designated for AMA Physician's Recognition Award (PRA) category 1 credit must disclose any significant financial interest or other relationship that speakers may have with the manufacturer(s) of any commercial product, service, technology, or program discussed in their educational presentation.  It is also required that each speaker disclose to the audience any discussion of an unapproved/investigative use of a commercial product/device.  Furthermore, speakers are asked to disclose relationships with the following supporters of this conference:

The New York Academy of Medicine

The University of Maryland

The University of Illinois at Chicago

The University of Utah

The Houston Academy of Medicine – Texas Medical Center

The University of Washington

The University of California at Los Angeles

The University of Massachusetts

The ACCME does not imply that such financial interests or relationships are inherently improper or that such interest or relationships would prevent the speaker from making a presentation.  It is imperative, however, that such financial interests or relationships be identified by the speaker so that participants at the CME activity may have these facts fully disclosed prior to the presentation, and may form their own judgments about the presentation.  In keeping with this policy, the NIH/FAES CME Committee requires the speaker complete this form and sign below.  

  NIH/FAES Continuing Medical Education    
Disclosure Form 

For activity directors, planning committee members, speakers, and authors

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CME Activity Title: Introducing Health Professionals to NLM’s Online Systems
Presentation Topic:

Activity Date:




OR  
(    Enduring Material
  (  Journal

Name:






Job Title: 
Phone:






Email:



Your Role:    ( Activity Director    ( Planning committee      ( Speaker       (  Moderator       ( Author       (  Other 
DISCLOSURE 

1. Do you agree to strive to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in this CME activity, and to include information free of commercial bias and based on the best evidence available?



( Yes   ( No
2. Do you intend to discuss unlabeled, investigational, or alternative uses of a product, device, or technique? 
( Yes   ( No  
If yes, 

Product, device or technique:

Manufacturer or provider: 
Use:
________________________________     __________________________    _________________

________________________________     __________________________  
__________________

3. Do you agree to inform the learners if you do discuss unapproved/investigational, or alternative uses?
    ( Yes    ( No   

4. Do either you or your spouse/partner have a financial interest or other relationship existing within the past 12 months with either (a) a manufacturer of a commercial product, service, technology, or program to be discussed in your presentation, or (b) with a non-governmental supporter of this activity? Commercial supporters of this activity:  < insert names or “NONE”>.






( Yes    (  No
 

If yes, please explain below.  Include research funding, expert testimony, salary, royalty, intellectual property rights, consulting fee, honoraria, other leadership positions, ownership interest (e.g., stocks, stock options or other ownership interest excluding diversified mutual funds), or other financial or personal benefit to you, your spouse/ partner or your organization including audio-visual materials, gifts, travel, etc.  Refer to “Definitions” for more information.
 
Company: 




Relevant product, device, or technique: 

Relationship:
________________________________      _____________________________________    
_________________
________________________________      _____________________________________    
_________________

________________________________      _____________________________________    
_________________

________________________________      _____________________________________    
_________________

5.   Comments:

(  Signature _____________________________________

Date ________________

============================ Activity Director use only===============================   
“Yes” to #4?   ( No  ( Yes   If “yes”, please review these potential strategies to manage or resolve this conflict of interest and insure the activity is free of commercial bias.   Check all that apply and explain your resolution below:

     ___ Individual divested self of the financial relationship or  ___different presenter selected 

     ___ Role or content altered or limited so that the financial relationship is no longer relevant   
     ___ Additional speaker(s) identified to provide alternate viewpoint and create balance 

     ___ Content reviewed and found to be scientifically valid, sound, and rigorous  Reviewed by:_____________


_ Acceptable evidence provided    _Published in peer-reviewed journal  _Other:_________________ 

     ___ Audience experts will have time to publicly question the speaker  

     ___ Other:__________________________________________
Brief description of the resolution:

Activity Director or Designee signature _______________________________ 
Date ____________

----------------------------------------------------------office use only------------------------------------------------

Comments:
CME office or Committee Reviewer________________________



Date_____________

NIH/FAES Continuing Medical Education    
Definitions  Relevant to Disclosure and Commercial Support

Commercial Interest: Any proprietary entity producing health care goods or services, with the exemption of non-profit or government organizations and non-health care related companies.

Commercial support:  Any financial or in-kind contributions given by a commercial interest which is used to pay all or part of the costs of a CME activity.  Funds paid by commercial interests for exhibits and advertisements are for promotional activities, not CME, and are not considered to be “commercial support.” 

Conflict of interest (COI):  Circumstances create a COI when a planner, speaker or author or spouse/partner has both a current financial relationship with a commercial interest and the opportunity to affect content relevant to products or services of that commercial interest.  The conflict occurs when there is a divergence between an individual's private interests and his or her professional obligations such that an independent observer might reasonably question whether the individual's professional actions or decisions are determined by considerations of personal gain, financial or otherwise. A conflict of interest depends on the situation, and not on the character or actions of the individual.

Content of CME (Continuing Medical Education): Content of CME about the products or services of a commercial interest includes content about specific agents/devices, but not necessarily about the class of agents/devices, and not necessarily content about the whole disease class in which those agents/devices are used.

Expert testimony by you or your spouse/partner is any testimony in a legal or regulatory setting, such as a malpractice case or FDA hearing, relating to the drugs, products, or services that are the subject of the content of CME under consideration.

Financial relationships are those relationships in which you, your spouse/partner, or your organization benefit by receiving a salary, royalty, intellectual property rights, consulting fee, honoraria, ownership interest (e.g., stocks, stock options or other ownership interest, excluding diversified mutual funds), or other financial benefit. Financial benefits are usually associated with roles such as employment, management position, independent contractor (including contracted research), consulting, speaking and teaching, membership on advisory committees or review panels, board membership, and other activities from which remuneration is received, or expected.  

Honoria received by you or your spouse/partner in the past 12 months from relevant entities should be included.  Honoraria paid by independent institutions or organizations, not by the commercial entity, do not have to be disclosed if the institution or organization selection process was independent of the financial support. 

Other leadership positions of yours or your spouse/partner such as Officer or Director, consultant, review panel member and advisory positions for an entity relevant to the content of CME under consideration are included and should be disclosed.  

Other remuneration to you or your spouse/partner includes trips, travel, gifts, or other in-kind payments not directly related to research activities and were received from a relevant entity.

Relevant financial relationships of yours or your spouse/partner are financial relationships in any amount occurring within the past 12 months that create a conflict of interest.  Any entities having an investment, licensing, or other commercial interest in any drugs, products, or services that are the subject of the matter under consideration are relevant.  For further information, see: honoraria, stock ownership, research funding, other leadership positions, expert testimony, and other remuneration.

Research funding of yours or your spouse/partner are any payments in connection with the conduct of the clinical research projects in question provided by the trial sponsor or agents employed by the trial sponsor.  This includes contracted research where the institution gets the grant and manages the funds and you or an immediate family member are the principal or named investigator on the grant.

Spouse/partner is defined as someone with whom you have a relationship involving the sharing of income or assets.

Stock ownership of yours or an immediate family member includes any ownership interest in a start-up company, the stock of which is not publicly traded, or in any publicly traded company (except when invested in a diversified fund not controlled by you or an immediate family member) where the entity has an investment, license, or other commercial interest in any drugs, products, or services that are the subject of the content of CME under consideration. 

