NN/LM’s Consumer Health Workshop:

Looking in All the Wrong Places: PubMed for Public Librarians

Class Handout


What is PubMed and Why Search It?

· PubMed is a bibliographic database of journal articles developed by the National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) at the National Library of Medicine.  It covers the fields of medicine, dentistry, nursing, the health care system and the biomedical sciences.  The database provides access to bibliographic citations from over 4800 journals drawn from MEDLINE, PubMed in process, OLDMEDLINE and publisher-supplied citations.
· PubMed is current; PubMed in-process citations are added to the database daily and MEDLINE citations are added weekly.

· The entire PubMed database can be searched at one time:  mid-1950’s to the present

· Through the Related Articles feature, PubMed can provide access to additional relevant articles

· In certain situations, PubMed may provide direct links to the full-text articles of selected journals.

· PubMed can be accessed on any computer with an Internet connection and Web browser.

· PubMed is supported by your tax dollars.  There is no additional fee to use it.

Glossary

	Automatic Term Mapping:

Medical Subject Headings:

Single Citation Matcher:

Display Format:

Journals Database:

Related Articles:

Truncation:
	PubMed will match your search terms against a MeSH (Medical Subject Heading) translation table, a journals translation table, and an author index.

The National Library of Medicine’s standardized vocabulary used to create MEDLINE.

Verifies incomplete bibliographic citations with a fill in the blank form that allows users to enter as much information as they have.

PubMed has many display formats, including the following:

· Abstract Report will provide the bibliographic information as well as the abstract

· Citation Report will provide all of the information as the abstract report, but includes subject headings.

· MEDLINE Report will format the information so that it can be imported into a bibliographic management software program (e.g.EndNote or Reference Manager)

· Summary Report will provide the minimal information needed to retrieve the article.

The Journals Database can identify journals by title, title abbreviation, or the International Standard Serial Number (ISSN).  The list of journals with links to full-text is also included.

This will retrieve a pre-configured set of citations that relate to the selected record.  Results are ranked by order of relevancy.

The truncation symbol is the asterisk, “*”.  In textword searches, an * at the end of a word root will search multiple endings of the word.  For example, diet* will retrieve diet, diets, dietary, dietician, etc.  

Note:  PubMed will only find the first 600 variations of a truncated term.
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