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1. Title: Getting Started With LinkOut

2. Type of CE activity: MLA CE

3. Primary Contact: J. Dale Prince; 36946; Mid-Atlantic Chapter; National Network of Libraries of Medicine, Southeastern Atlantic Region; Outreach and Education Coordinator; 601 West Lombard Street, Baltimore, MD 21201; 410-706-2855; Fax: 410-702-0099; jprin001@umaryland.edu

Mr. Prince began his career in instruction teaching English Composition in 1990. Since that time, he has taught English Literature at the college level, computer literacy to incoming MLS students, PubMed, and a number of other health information courses. Currently, Mr. Prince is the LinkOut Contact for his NNLM Region, making him especially knowledgeable about the topic this course covers.

C.V. for Mr. Prince is attached.

Other Instructors:
Beth Wescott, 36759, Mid-Atlantic Chapter; National Network of Libraries of Medicine, Southeastern Atlantic Region; Network Coordinator; 601 West Lombard Street, Baltimore, MD 21201; 410-706-2855; Fax: 410-702-0099; bwescott@hshsl.umaryland.edu

As DOCLINE Coordinator for the Southeastern/Atlantic region of the NN/LM Ms. Wescott works with DOCLINE and SERHOLD issues, daily. Linkout, an imbedded enhancement to PubMed links SERHOLD holdings to citations retrieved through PubMed.  Teaching a course on LinkOut is a natural extension of her responsibilities.  She has been a classroom teacher and adult trainer for several decades.  She knows the value of relevance in adult education.

4. Course Length: 2 hours 

5. Course Description:
LinkOut is a feature of PubMed that is designed to provide users with links from PubMed and other Entrez databases to a wide variety of relevant web-accessible online resources, including full-text publications, biological databases, consumer health information, research tools, and more. The goal is to facilitate access to relevant online resources beyond the Entrez system to extend, clarify, or supplement information found in the Entrez databases. 

This class, with hands-on optional, provides step-by-step direction on how to activate LinkOut for your library’s print and electronic journal collections, so that your users are able to see your holdings and access full-text through the PubMed interface. Topics covered are registration for LinkOut, entering holdings, displaying your library’s icon for “branding” purposes, and access to free full-text through LinkOut.

6. Target Audience: Serials Librarians, Academic Health Sciences Librarians, Hospital Librarians

Prerequisites: none

Level of instruction: Basic
7. Educational objectives:
Participants will learn what LinkOut is and how it works with electronic and print collections. Participants will see how to register for a LinkOut account, set up library identity information, enter print and electronic holdings information, and how to activate an icon in PubMed. Further, participants will discover the ease with which a library may bring free web-based titles into their own collections through LinkOut.
8. Agenda:
Familiarize
15 minutes
PowerPoint and discussion
Organize

15 minutes
PowerPoint and discussion
Register/Sign Up
15 minutes
PowerPoint and discussion
Personalize
15 minutes
PowerPoint and discussion
Icon-ize

20 minutes
PowerPoint and discussion
Enter Holdings
20 minutes
PowerPoint and discussion
Activate

20 minutes
PowerPoint and discussion

9. Method of delivery: Classroom style.

10. Educational needs:
Librarians in our region have requested a class on LinkOut; moreover, requests for telephone support for the LinkOut feature suggest that a better understanding of the feature is needed.

11. Instructional method:
Lecture: Slides
Discussion and specific questions with optional hands-on exercises.

12. Participant materials:
PowerPoint Slideshow, attached in paper format

13. Facility requirements:
Computer with projector. For hands-on, computers with internet connections for participants.

14. Additional evaluation: none

15. Fees: $0.00

