
Super Searcher 
 
 
Course Outline (available online at http://nnlm.gov/scr/edn/ss_outline.html) 
 
 
I. Welcome, Introductions and Review of Handouts 

 
II. Searching the Internet Discussion 
 

What specialized tools do you use?  How did you find them?  Where 
would you look for a new tool?  

 
III. Types of Search Tools 

 
University of California-Berkeley Teaching Library Internet Workshops – 
Types of Search Tools 
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/ToolsTables.html 

 
IV. Finding Search Engines 
 

Yahoo Search Engine Directory 
http://dir.yahoo.com/Computers_and_Internet/Internet/World_Wide_Web/
Searching_the_Web/Search_Engines_and_Directories/ 
 
Search Engine Colossus 
http://www.searchenginecolossus.com 

 
V. Discussion and Review of Evaluation Sites 

 
Search Engine “Consumer Guides”: 
 
http://www.searchenginewatch.com 

http://www.searchenginewatch.com/facts/ataglance.html 
 
http://searchengineshowdown.com 
 
http://www.pandia.com 
 
http://www.infopeople.org/search/chart.html 
 

VI. Keeping Up with the New Features 
 

http://dmoz.org/Computers/Internet/Searching/Mailing_Lists_and_Newslett
ers/ 
 



 
http://www.researchbuzz.com  
 
http://www.resourceshelf.com  
 
http://www.virtualchase.com 
 
http://llrx.com 
 
http://wglah.com 
 
http://www.lii.org  
 
http://www.librarystuff.net 

 
VII. Students will pick and review three of the following: 
 

Look for information on who owns the interface and the database. What 
unique features does it have? How good is the documentation? Are paid 
results included in the search results? 

http://www.academicindex.net  

http://boolistic.com 

http://www.kartoo.com 

http://www.webbrain.com/html/default_win.html 

http://www.mooter.com  

http://www.metacrawler.com 

http://vivisimo.com 

http://www.surfwax.com 

http://www.seekscan.com  

http://ez2find.com 

http://gigablast.com 

http://www.myway.com 

http://www.faganfinder.com/engines.html 



VIII. Review and Hands-on Exercises – Advanced Search Features in 
General Internet Search Engines 

 
Google 
http://www.google.com  
 

http://www.google.com/technology/index.html  Page Rank Explained 
http://www.google.com/technology/pigeonrank.html  Another 
Explanation 

 
http://www.google.com/advanced_search Using Google’s Advanced 
Search 
http://www.google.com/preferences?hl=en  Save preferences in 
Google with cookies 
 
http://www.google.com/help/index.html  Google Help 
 
http://www.google.com/options/index.html  Google Services and Tools 
 
http://www.researchbuzz.org/archives/cat_google_hacks.shtml  Google 
hacks 

 
http://www.googlealert.com Google Search Monitoring 

 
http://www.soople.com/index.php Using Google's databases 

 
http://www.google-watch.org  Does Google have a dark side? 
 
 

HotBot 
http://www.hotbot.com  

http://www.hotbot.com/adv.asp?prov=Inktomi&tab=web  
 
AltaVista 
http://www.altavista.com   

http://www.altavista.com/web/adv  
 

Alltheweb 
http://www.alltheweb.com  

http://www.alltheweb.com/advanced?advanced=1 
 

Teoma 
http://www.teoma.com  

http://s.teoma.com/AdvancedSearch?q 
 

  



IX. Review as a quality filter.  What are the pros and cons of this 
approach? 

 
http://dmoz.org   

 
http://lii.org  
 
http://www.virtuallrc.com  
 
http://www.illumirate.com  

 
http://www.overture.com/d/home  
http://home.about.com/index.htm 

 
http://bubl.ac.uk/link/index.html 
  

 
X. Specialized Search Tools 

 
The Invisible Web and Subject Specialties 
 
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/BeyondWeb.html 
 
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/InvisibleWeb.html 
 
http://www.invisible-web.net 
 
http://library.rider.edu/scholarly/rlackie/Invisible/Inv_Web.html 
 
http://aip.completeplanet.com 
 
http://www.searchability.com 
 
http://www.profusion.com 
 
http://infomine.ucr.edu  
 
http://www.firstgov.gov 
 
http://www.hw.ac.uk/libWWW/irn/pinakes/pinakes.html 
 
http://www.scirus.com/srsapp/  
 



Looking for current information? 
 
http://news.google.com 
 
http://www.altavista.com/news/ 
 
Searching the past 
 
http://www.archive.org/web/web.php 
 
Multimedia Searching 
 
http://www.singingfish.com  
 
Blogs and RSS 
 
http://www.bloglines.com 
 
http://www.feedster.com 
 
http://www.faganfinder.com/blogs/  
 

 XI. The Future of Searching 
 

http://www.grub.org  
 

http://www.nutch.org/docs/en  
 
http://www.mozdex.com  
 

 
XII. What Others are Searching 

 
http://dir.yahoo.com/Computers_and_Internet/Internet/World_Wide_Web/
Searching_the_Web/Popular_Search_Words/  
 
http://www.google.com/press/zeitgeist.html 
 
http://www.metaspy.com  
 
http://www.ask.com/docs/peek/ 
 
http://www.searchenginewatch.com/facts/article.php/2156041 
 

 
XIII. Wrap up – Questions, Posttest, CE Evaluations 


