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VII.  Household Products Database 
 
http://hpd.nlm.nih.gov/ 
 

 
 
This database links over 4,000 consumer brands to health effects from Material 
Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) provided by the manufacturers.  The database is 
designed to help answer the following typical questions:  
 

• What are the chemical ingredients and their percentage in specific 
brands?  

• Which products contain specific chemical ingredients?  
• Who manufactures a specific brand? How do I contact this manufacturer?  
• What are the acute and chronic effects of chemical ingredients in a 

specific brand? 
• What other information is available about chemicals in the toxicology-

related databases of the National Library of Medicine?  
 
What is a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS)? 
 
A Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) is designed to provide both workers and 
emergency personnel with the proper procedures for handling or working with a 
particular substance. MSDS's include information such as toxicity, health effects, 
first aid, reactivity, storage, disposal, protective equipment, and spill/leak 
procedures. These are of particular use if a spill or other accident occurs.  
 
The Household Products Database is a resource that uses MSDS information in 
a way that is helpful for consumer questions. 
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Searching Household Products Database 
 
HPD categorizes its site into three main categories:  Products, Ingredients, and 
MSDS.  
 

• Products are subdivided into three categories: Brand Name, Type of 
Product, and Manufacturer. 

• Ingredients can be searched by chemical name or by CAS Registry 
Number (the Chemical Abstracts Service assigns numbers to substances 
in its database).  A CAS Registry Number is unique and specific to only 
one substance regardless of how many other ways the substance can be 
described. 

• MSDS is actually a search by health effects of products. 
 
 
Quick Search 
 
From the Home page, you can type a keyword into the box and click “quick 
search.”  You can put in any information you want to search, for example “Lysol,” 
“garage” or “vomiting.” 
 
The search results will be displayed as a list of brand names, in the following 
categories:  

• Ingredient 
• Product (brand name or type) 
• Manufacturer 
• Health Effects 
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Products Search 
 
Browse by Categories 
 
Clicking on the Products tab will bring up the “Browse by Categories” part of the 
products search.  You can use this page to browse seven categories. 
 

 
 
Clicking on a category will get you a more detailed list of product categories.  
 

 
 
Once you select the category you would like to see, you will get a “type” of 
category to choose from.  
 

 
 
Then, once you select the type, you get a list of products to choose from. 
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Browse Alphabetically 
By clicking on the “Browse Alphabetically” link in the blue bar, you can search a 
list of product names. 
 
Search 
When you click on the “Search” link in the blue bar, you get a variety of options. 

 
• Keyword search by Band Name, Type of Product or Manufacturer 
• Click on a list of Manufacturers to browse 
• Click on a list of Types of Product to browse. 

 
Each option will bring up a list to select from that will take you to specific 
products. 
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Ingredients Search 
 
Clicking on the Ingredients tab will bring you to a simple search with one box.  
You may type whatever you know about the ingredient in that box. 
 

 
 
This search will bring up the ingredient from the Chemical Ingredients Table 
whether it appears as the primary record or in another record. 
 

 
 
Selecting one will bring up a list of products that contain that ingredient, chemical 
information, and links to that chemical in TOXNET and ChemIDplus. 
 

 
 
You can also browse ingredients alphabetically (link is in the green bar) 
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MSDS (Health Effects) Search 
 
From the MSDS tab, type in a possible health effect. 
 

 
 
The result will give you a list of every product with that effect in its MSDS record. 
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Search Results 
 

• Manufacturer information 
• Customer service phone number 

 

 
 

• Warning from label 
• Acute and Chronic health effects  
• Carcinogenicity 
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• Handling and disposal 
• Chemicals 

 

 
 
And clicking on the chemicals takes you to a list of other products with that 
chemical.  
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Glossary 
 
At the bottom of the screen is a list of helpful links.  One of them is a glossary. 
 

 
 
The glossary is an alphabetized helpful list of words used in this website. 
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Practice Exercises 
 
 
 

1. I’ve been feeling sick a lot lately.  I’m an artist and I use turpentine 
regularly to clean my brushes.  I paint in my garage.  Is it possible that 
turpentine could be why I’m getting sick?  Is there something I should be 
doing so I don’t breathe so much of it?  

 
 
 
 
 

2. I’m doing a science project on which floor cleaner works better with 
different messes.  Can you tell me what ingredients are in the different 
floor cleaners? And can you tell me where to find something on the 
ingredients? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. I’m looking for an ant killer that doesn’t contain diazinon.  Can you help 
me? 
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