NN/LM NER - RAC Hospital Library Subcommittee

HOSPITAL LIBRARIAN ORIENTATION TOOLKIT


ROLE  OF  A  PROFESSIONAL  LIBRARIAN
· Oversees, manages, organizes, disseminates, and integrates knowledge-based information (KBI) resources, such as:

-  journals, documents & databases (print or electronic format)

-  benchmarks (best practices & guidelines)

-  research studies

-  "filtered" Internet resources that support patient care, performance 
improvement & patient safety
· Provides information literacy support to patients & families; provides information appropriate to format and educational level. 

· Provides and supports continuing education and professional competence of medical staff and other hospital staff through training in knowledge-based resources and access to online CME. 

· Provides document delivery for hospital professionals through mediated literature searching and document retrieval.

· Provides high responsiveness to patient care and safety requests.
· Evaluates resources for the hospital’s print and virtual collections. 

· Negotiates license agreements with vendors for publications & databases.

· Evaluates and purchases new information technologies.

· Maintains the library’s physical facility.

· Represents the hospital at various community events.  

· Serves as the hospital’s institutional representative to library consortia
· Provides free (reciprocal) resource sharing and participates in consortial purchase agreements at a significant discount to the hospital.

· Acts as a conduit for bringing new library technologies to the hospital.

· Acts as a “resident expert” and instructor in information retrieval as a life-long learning skill.

· Participates on key committees dedicated to hospital-wide quality improvement projects, patient care, and safety.
