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MeSH Term Addition

Recommended MeSH Term:  

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS

Definition: 

“Children who had one or more selected chronic conditions that caused them to experience pain, discomfort, or being upset often or all of the time in the last year, or who were limited in their major childhood activities (playing or going to school) as a result of these or other impairments or health problems” (Health insurance and utilization of medical care for children with special health care needs, Med Care 1993 Nov;31(11):1013-26).

It is also a federally and state funded program.

References:

All aboard the 2010 express: a 10-year action plan to achieve community-based service systems for children with special health care needs and their families. (2001).  Pediatric Nursing, 27(4), 429, 432.
Bethell, C.D., et al. (2002).  Comparison of the children with special health care needs screener to the questionnaire for identifying children with chronic conditions.  Ambulatory Pediatrics, 2(1), 49-57.

Epstein, S.G., et al. (2002).  Applying lessons learned in identifying children with special health care needs: next steps to assure quality care.  Ambulatory Pediatrics, 2(1), 26-28.
Van Dyke, D.C., McBrian, D.M, Dolittle, D., et al. (1999). Children with special health care needs and managed care.  Clinical Pediatrics, 38(3), 161-3. 
Analysis of Medline Search:

Since 1977, there have been 255 article titles/abstracts that contain the phrase, “children with special health care needs”. In the last five years (1997 to 2002), there have been 121 entries.  This table will address the last 25 years of articles.

	Year
	Number

	1987-1988
	4

	1988-1989
	4

	1989-1990
	9

	1990-1991
	14

	1991-1992
	15

	1992-1993
	27

	1993-1994
	19

	1994-1995
	14

	1995-1996
	9 (2 were included in 1994-1995)

	1996-1997
	11

	1997-1998
	16

	1998-1999
	24

	1999-2000
	24

	2000-2001
	26

	2001-2002
	41

	Total for 5 years
	121


Analysis of Ovid Search:

Analysis of ERIC/FirstSearch:

Current MeSH Indexing Terms:
Child Health Services/*organization & administration/utilization

*Chronic Disease

Disabled Children

Mass Screening

MeSH Term Addition

Recommended MeSH Term:  

HARM REDUCTION

Definition: 

 “Harm reduction is a set of practical strategies that reduce negative consequences of drug use, incorporating a spectrum of strategies from safer use, to managed use to abstinence. Harm reduction strategies meet drug users "where they're at," addressing conditions of use along with the use itself”(Harm Reduction Coalition, http://www.harmreduction.org).

“The public health approach to the problem of illicit drug use and addiction views the problem not as a phenomenon caused by individual psychological (or moral) factors but rather as one causing extensive social problems and threatening public health. Harm reduction theory reflects this attitude and goes a step further, holding that many of the most destructive consequences and refractory problems of illicit drug use are not the results of the drugs per se, but rather of drug policies, i.e., the prohibition of drug use and the criminalization of the drug user. A wide range of individual, social, and cultural factors determine patterns of drug use (from personal curiosity and peer pressure to social and economic deprivation, psychopathology and, possibly, genetic factors). But because of the continued availability and use of increasingly potent drugs, the harm reduction approach addresses the drug problem by altering drug control policies, not the drugs themselves--and certainly not human nature. New and more pragmatic drug policies can be powerful tools for minimizing the increasingly adverse consequences associated with the worldwide availability of psychoactive drugs. 

Current harm reduction practice is a response to two fundamental observations about drug use. First, it has been well documented that individuals in existing addiction treatment programs rarely achieve total abstinence. (5) Second, for most users of most drugs, controlled use without treatment is the norm. (6-9) The harm reduction approach holds that, over time, controlled use of all drugs is an achievable goal -- even for those people who have become chemically dependent” (Drucker, Ernest. "Harm Reduction:A Public Health Strategy." Current Issues in Public Health 1 (1995):64-70).
References:

Harm reduction: Closing the distance (2001).  Canadian Medical Association Journal, 165(4), 389, 391.

Bigg, D. (2001).  Substance use management: a harm reduction-principled approach to assisting the relief of drug-related problems.  Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 33(1), 33-38.

Cheung, YW. (2000).  Substance abuse and developments in harm reduction.  Canadian Medical Association Journal, 162(12), 1697-1700.

Analysis of Medline Search:

Since 1991, there have been 149 article titles that contain the phrase, “harm reduction”.  There appears to be no consistent indexing, but most are indexed under “prevention and control”.  In the last five years (1997 to 2002), there have been 104 entries.  

	Year
	Number

	1991-1992
	2

	1992-1993
	2

	1993-1994
	4

	1994-1995
	4

	1995-1996
	10

	1996-1997
	22

	1997-1998
	10

	1998-1999
	18

	1999-2000
	16

	2000-2001
	20

	2001-2002
	37


Current MeSH Indexing Terms:

HIV Infections/*etiology/prevention and control

Hepatitis C/*etiology/prevention and control

Substance Abuse, Intravenous/*rehabilitation

Substance Related Disorders/*prevention and control

MeSH Term Addition

Recommended MeSH Term:  

PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATICS

Definition: 

"Public Health Informatics" (PHI) is the science of applying Information-Age technology to serve the specialized needs of public health” (Friede, A., Blum, HL, McDonald, M. (1995). Public health informatics: how information-age technology can strengthen public health. Annual Review of Public Health, 16, 239-52).

“Public Health Informatics is defined as the systematic application of information and computer sciences to public health practice, research, and learning. It is the discipline that integrates public health with information technology. The development of this field and dissemination of informatics knowledge and expertise to public health professionals is the key to unlocking the potential of information systems to improve the health of the nation” (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/cbm/phi2001.html#20).
References:

Friede, A., Blum, HL, McDonald, M. (1995). Public health informatics: how information-age technology can strengthen public health. Annual Review of Public Health, 16, 239-52.

Yasnoff, W.A., Overhage, J.M., Humphreys, BL, LaVenture, M., et al. (2001). A national agenda for public health informatics. Journal of Public Health Management and Practice, 7(6), 1-21.
Yasnoff, W.A. (2001) The promise of public health informatics. The promise of public health informatics.  Journal of Public Health Management and Practice, 7(6), iv-v.
Analysis of Medline Search:

Since 1990, there have been 12 article titles that contain the phrase, “public health informatics”.  In the last five years (1997 to 2002), there have been 7 entries.  

	Year
	Number

	1990-1991
	1

	1991-1992
	0

	1992-1993
	1

	1993-1994
	0

	1994-1995
	0

	1995-1996
	2

	1996-1997
	1

	1997-1998
	0

	1998-1999
	1

	1999-2000
	0

	2000-2001
	0

	2001-2002
	6


Current MeSH Indexing Terms:

Information Systems/*organization & administration

*Medical Informatics Applications

*Public Health Administration

Suggested Placement in MeSH Tree

