“The Future of Hospital Librarians”
National Network of Libraries of Medicine

Midcontinental Region

OPEN SESSION

Are there warning signs?  What should we watch for?

News of major deficits or other negative financial news.

Mergers.  How many libraries are needed?

No base of users.

DOCLINE contributes to the problem?  

What should we do?

Who cares or should care if a hospital library closes?

Physicians can be important partners.  (Poorly managed announcement.)  Residency programs.  
Unions may be supportive.

Encourage students to ask about library support.

Patients.

THE TO DO LIST:  Who will do what?
· Support rural librarians.  – RML


· Limit services to libraries with librarians? – RML


· Promote the hiring of librarians – RML, MCMLA

· Limit participation in Free-Share – Hospital Libraries?


· Develop Press Release on Hospital Library Closing

· Public Relations – Value of library, letter to the editors, 


· Letters to the administrators with a copy to the local newspaper. - RML


· Link to blog on Hospital Libraries – MCMLA, RML


· Local/regional groups presenting the values of libraries – MCMLA, consortia, 


· Develop new services that will be valued

· Awareness of true costs.  

