
Title

Intro to Public Health Resources and Online Resources Evaluation Skills

Length of Class: 60 Minutes
Class Size: 6-8 participants is ideal for a 60 minute class

Class Audience: Public health paraprofessionals, public health students, etc 
Class type: Computer lab required! Hands on
Learning Objectives: This is a peer taught class lead by instructor. Participants will:
1) learn how to quickly evaluate online resources (content, currency, audience, purpose, navigation, special features, type of information, evidence based/quality, etc)
2) receive an overview of http://phpartners.org by instructor

3) receive an overview of several online resources that have public health resources.

4) be exposed to presenting to the entire class and express critical thinking in a short amount of time.
Description: 
This class is a peer taught class that is lead by a instructor knowledgeable in the areas covered in the class (online public health resources and evaluation).  After outlining the class objective and what is expected of the class, the class begins with the instructor discussing the importance of evaluating online resources. The instructor my with cite the Pew Internet & American Life: Online life Report (http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Health_Report.pdf) that reports that there are over 17,000 websites with health related content. The instructor may wish to provide an example of how to evaluate a webpage using the Website Evaluation Worksheet (see document called “Blank Website Evaluation Worksheet.doc) by using the online website Partners in Information Access for the Public Health Workforce.  The instruction may wish to use the example evaluation already filled out (see document called “Example Website Evaluation Worksheet Phpartners.doc”.  Once the instructor concludes with the example he/she gives  the class 15-20 minutes to find a public health resource to evaluation. The instructor may wish to provide a list of websites to evaluate (see document called “Public Health Online Resources.doc”).  After this time is up, the instructor asks for volunteers to go first and reminds the class to stick to the 4-5 minute time limit.

Timeline:

1:00pm to 1:05pm
Class Introductions, Class Overview of learning objectives, introduction to the Website Evaluation Worksheet
1:05pm to 1:10pm
Instructor evaluation of Phpartners.org. While presenting, the class should be thinking of which website they wish to evaluate
1:10pm to 1:25pm
Class evaluate site of their choice

1:25pm to 2:00pm
Each class participant provides a  4-5 minute presentation on the online 



resource they selected
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