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Dear __________________;





October is Medical Librarians Month and we want to acknowledge your continued support and investment in your hospital library.  As a member of the National Network of Libraries of Medicine, your library is the conduit between the vast resources provided by the extensive network within the National Network of Libraries of Medicine and the health care professionals and consumers in your health care community.





In today’s climate of managed care and more limited financial resources, your librarian plays a crucial role in analyzing the needs of your community, evaluating the wide array of available information resources and selecting those resources which best fill the information needs of your health care organization.  Today’s librarian is intimately involved in the rapidly increasing shift from managing an in-house print library to facilitating access to an expanding digital knowledge base.  This shift requires continual awareness of new products, the expertise to evaluate them for appropriate content, the skill to use them effectively and the technological knowledge to ensure they are effectively integrated into your IT system.





The role of today’s librarian is changing from operating in a static location to being actively integrated into the departments and sub-groups within the health care system.  Librarians are involved in education within the hospital, teaching professionals necessary competencies for finding accurate and appropriate information.  Librarians are often involved in patient care as members of the clinical care team, working with other health care professionals to integrate current evidence-based knowledge into patient treatment.  Librarians are also involved with the education of patients and family members, as the responsibility for health care decisions and implementation shifts increasingly to the consumer.





Again, we would like to thank you for your continued support of your librarian and library.  Please feel free to contact the National Network of Libraries of Medicine, MidContinental Region for questions about your library’s role in the National Network.





					Sincerely,














					Wayne J. Peay


					Director
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