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Introduction

• Medical librarians
Anticipate/prepare for user needs• Anticipate/prepare for user needs

• Websites, databases, and mobile apps
• Slides include URLs• Slides include URLs



Parameters

• What kinds of disasters?
▫ Natural or man made▫ Natural or man-made
▫ Sudden or predictable

• Medical  logistical  communication needsMedical, logistical, communication needs
• Identify and respond to new situations
• Risks for your institutionRisks for your institution



Parameters 2

• Formats that work
Highlights• Highlights

• Not about: disaster planning at your library or 
for individualsfor individuals





FEMAFEMA
• Main page: http://www.fema.govp g p // g
• Currently being renovated; may change



htt // f /lib /i d j  http://www.fema.gov/library/index.jsp 

Sample search: KW children + risk assessment + educational institutes + virus threat



Ready govReady.gov



http://www disasterassistance govhttp://www.disasterassistance.gov



CDC

• Wide range of public health information
Emergency Preparedness and Response is a • Emergency Preparedness and Response is a 
major section of the site

• Clear separation of content for professionals vs  • Clear separation of content for professionals vs. 
the general public

• Example protocol: Mass casualties > Blast p p
injuries > Lung injury: prehospital care

• Recent Outbreaks & Incidents > RSS and Twitter



http://www cdc gov/http://www.cdc.gov/



http://emergency cdc gov/http://emergency.cdc.gov/



NLM: Chemical and Biological Warfare

• http://disaster.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/biologicalwa
rfare.htmlrfare.html

• http://disaster.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/chemicalwar
fare.html

• Include  definitions, links to planning guides, 
one-click PubMed and TOXNET searches

• Both linked from this page  where NLM creates • Both linked from this page, where NLM creates 
pages for emerging situations: 
http://disaster.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/envirohealth
links.html



Isolation and Quarantine Toolkit

• http://www.isolationandquarantine.com/
Subject with many aspects: medical  legal  and • Subject with many aspects: medical, legal, and 
social

• Example of the kind of resource you can point • Example of the kind of resource you can point 
your users to if you become involved in their 
research



Toolkit homepageToolkit homepage



And also check out…

• MedlinePlus Disaster Preparation and Recovery: 
http://www nlm nih gov/medlineplus/disasterphttp://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/disasterp
reparationandrecovery.html

• Pandemic and Avian Flu: Pandemic and Avian Flu: 
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/

• Health Library for Disasters: y
http://www.helid.desastres.net/





TOXNET

• http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/
Collection of toxicology and environmental • Collection of toxicology and environmental 
health databases

• Includes a database of potentially hazardous • Includes a database of potentially hazardous 
chemicals, references to the world's toxicology 
literature, and a chemical dictionary and , y
structure database

• Recommend using “Search all databases”
• Sample searches: “ricin inhalation” “aldicarb”



Quakeline
• http://mceer.buffalo.edu/utilities/quakeline.asp
• Bibliographic database that covers earthquakes  • Bibliographic database that covers earthquakes, 

earthquake engineering, natural hazard and 
disaster mitigation

• IDs are like subject searches
• Sample search: KW crush injury, phrase/ID 

“crush syndrome”crush syndrome
• Strengths are more in the area of engineering 

and structural related issues than direct medical 
care



HazLit

• http://ibs.colorado.edu/hazards/library/hazlit/
NatHazSearch phpNatHazSearch.php

• Social science aspects of natural disasters and 
catastrophic eventscatastrophic events

• Keywords can only be selected from a menu
• Sample search: KW “disaster medicine” AND p

KW “higher education”
• Caution: many results are from 1980s and 1990s





WISER

• Wireless information system for emergency 
respondersresponders

• http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/
• Available as a website or as a downloadable • Available as a website or as a downloadable 

application for Palm/Windows/Windows Mobile
• We will look at WISER apppp



Modes of searching WISERg

• Identify unknown substance
Browse list of substances• Browse list of substances

• Characteristics of substance itself
• Symptoms of those exposed• Symptoms of those exposed
• Vehicle placards
• Can combine criteria from different sections• Can combine criteria from different sections
• Sample search: solid, crystalline, almond-like 

odor, blackish antimony, y



WISER: “Help identify” modeWISER: Help identify  mode



WISER: “Known substances” modeWISER: Known substances  mode



REMM

• Radiation Event Medical Management
http://www remm nlm gov/• http://www.remm.nlm.gov/

• Primarily directed at physicians
• Small chunks of info  but with references to the • Small chunks of info, but with references to the 

literature
• Entire website can be downloaded and run Entire website can be downloaded and run 

locally



REMM homepageREMM homepage



Keeping up with RSS and listservsp g p

• Disaster Informationist Pilot Project listserv: 
https://list nih gov/archives/disastr outreachhttps://list.nih.gov/archives/disastr-outreach-
lib.html

• NYU Disaster Preparedness Team links: NYU Disaster Preparedness Team links: 
http://delicious.com/nyudisprep

• Use an RSS reader to subscribe to feeds as you y
come across them

• In PubMed, save searches as alerts



Disaster planning at your libraryp g y y

• NN/LM MAR class on service continuity and 
planning  already offered this springplanning, already offered this spring

• NN/LM Emergency Preparedness & Response 
Toolkit (blog): http://nnlm.gov/ep/Toolkit (blog): http://nnlm.gov/ep/

• Template for a library disaster plan: 
http://www.dplan.orgp // p g



Closingg

• This is just an overview of the many resources 
availableavailable

• Please feel free to contact NN/LM MAR for 
further assistancefurther assistance

• Thank you for your time and interest

• Contact: emily.molanphy@med.nyu.edu


