Health Information Rx in your office
Has a patient ever asked you where to go to obtain information about their health, or for a referral for the best web site to help the patient understand a health diagnosis better? Are you aware of the best available Internet resource where you can refer your patients?
Well, fret no more. The National Library of Medicine (NLM) and the American College of Physicians (ACP) have launched a pilot project to make the task of educating your patients easier. The "Health Information Rx"(information Rx) project provides physicians with the tools and resources needed to provide their patients with prescriptions for health information.

Selected ACP members in Virginia have teamed with the NLM to participate in a project to "prescribe" health care information to their patients.  While physicians from across the state will participate in the project, a core group of Richmond-area physicians will work with staff at Tompkins-McCaw Library to provide additional feedback to NLM and ACPF. The Virginia project is an outgrowth of a 2003 pilot project in Iowa and Georgia that enabled physicians to provide their patients with health information from MEDLINEplus.gov. MEDLINEplus is the premier resource for to finding comprehensive, authoritative, reliable, free, and easy-to-use health information. 
Interested ACP members should contact Jean Shipman or Shannon Jones, for information about participating in the pilot. For more information about Virginia’s participation in the project, visit the VaCOHSL web page at http://www.cbil.vcu.edu/mac/vacohsl/informationprescription.htm
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